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Welcome Letter
Dear colleagues,
On behalf of the local organizing committee, it is our great pleasure to invite
scientists from all over the world to attend the 25th ESDAR Conference,
which will be held for first time in Thessaloniki, Greece from the 28th of
September to the 2nd of October 2022.
The conference is organized under the auspices of ESDAR, Aristotle University
of Thessaloniki (Faculty of Veterinary Medicine) and International Hellenic
University (Department of Agriculture). The
annual ESDAR conference aims to bring
together scientists from around the world
with the objective to present and discuss
recent advances in the field of reproductive
biology, exchange break-through ideas
relating biotechnology and physiology,
in addition to the traditional veterinary
medicine, physiology and pathology of
animals’ reproduction. For this purpose,
we invite you to attend our conference as
a presenter or a participant. The scientific program of the main conference
includes plenary session with key-note lectures, oral communications (Young
scientist competition) and workshops held in parallel sessions and posters.
Attending the conference will provide a perfect forum for networking and
vivid scientific discussions with the global veterinary community.
Significant scientific knowledge-sharing and the special atmosphere of the
ESDAR conference will make your trip to Thessaloniki, worth it. Being at a
crossroad joining Europe and Asia, the city of Thessaloniki is a multi-cultural
metropolis, that within a few minutes’ walk one can reach monuments
representing 2,300 years of history, fifteen of which are listed at the UNESCO
World Heritage Sites. Thessaloniki is one of the oldest European cities that
combines its thousand years old heritage and the architectural marvels with
the Greek, Roman, Byzantine, Ottoman and Jew history, all of which contribute
to its uniqueness. Named after Great Alexanders’ sister, Thessaloniki provides
a waterfront along Thermaikos Gulf of about 5 Km that residents and visitors
can enjoy a walk on, while experiencing different flavors combined on the
same table in the capital of gastronomy. The city offers excellent conference
facilities and outstanding hospitality, restaurants and bars that will ensure that
the social aspects of the conference will not disappoint you.
On behalf of the local organizing committee, we hope you will attend and
enjoy the annual ESDAR conference.
We are looking forward to welcoming you here in October 2022.
Dr Constantinos M. Boscos, Professor
Aristotle University of Thessaloniki
President of the local organizing committee

Dr Aristotelis G. Lymberopoulos, Professor
International Hellenic University
Vice-President of the local organizing committee
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ESDAR Board
Prof. Renee Bage, President
Deptartment of Clinical Sciences, Division of Reproduction
Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences
Uppsala, Sweden
Prof. Primoz Klinc, Secretary office
Veterinary Faculty
University of Ljubljana, Slovenia
Prof. Gaby Hirsbrunner, Program Secretary
Vetsuisse Faculty, Ruminant Clinic
Bern, Switzerland
Dr Judith Roelofs, Treasurer
HAS University of Applied Sciences
Department of Animal Husbandry
MA’s-Hertogenbosch, The Netherlands
Prof. Manuel Hidalgo, Website
Department of Animal Medicine and Surgery
Campus Rabanales. Edif Hospital Clinico
University of Cordoba, Spain
Dr. Stefan Björkman, Country Representatives Matters
Veterinary Teaching Hospital
University of Helsinki, Finland
Prof. Toni Dovenski, Student Affairs
Faculty of Veterinary Medicine Skopje
Institute of Reproduction and Biomedicine,
Ss. Cyril and Methodius University in Skopje, North Macedonia
Dr. Osvaldo Bogado, Social network
Veterinary Faculty
University of Ghent, Belgium
Prof. Mark Crowe, Member
University College Dublin, School of Veterinary Medicine,
Veterinary Science Centre
Belfield Dublin 4, Ireland
Prof. Andres Valdmann, Member
Chair of Animal Breeding and Biotechnology
Institute of Veterinary Medicine and Animal Sciences
Estonian University of Life Sciences, Tartu, Estonia
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Local Organising Committee
Dr Constantinos Μ. Boscos
Professor
School of Veterinary Medicine
Aristotle University of Thessaloniki
Dr Aristotelis G. Lymberopoulos
Professor
Department of Agriculture
International Hellenic University
Dr George Amiridis
Professor
Faculty of Veterinary Science
University of Thessaly
Dr Styliani Chadio
Professor
Agricultural University of Athens
Dr Ioannis Tsakmakidis
Associate Professor
School of Veterinary Medicine
Aristotle University of Thessaloniki
Dr Theodora Tsiligianni
Research Director
Hellenic Agricultural Organization “DEMETER”
Veterinary Research Institute
Dr Ioannis Zervos
Assistant Professor
School of Veterinary Sciences
Aristotle University of Thessaloniki
Dr Harris Ververidis
Assistant Professor
School of Veterinary Sciences
Aristotle University of Thessaloniki

5

Scientific committee
(alphabetical order)
Renée Båge
Department of Clinical Sciences, Division of Reproduction
Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences, Uppsala, Sweden
Stefan Björkman
University of Helsinki, Faculty of Veterinary Medicine
Department of Production Animal Medicine, Saarentaus, Finland
Osvaldo Bogado
University of Ghent, Department of Internal Medicine
Reproduction and Population Medicine, Merelbeke, Belgium
Jean-François Bruyas
Unit of Pathology and Biotechnologies of Animal Reproduction
National Veterinary College of Veterinary Medicine, Nantes, France
Francisco Crespo
Equine Breeding Center of the Spanish Army
Avila, Spain
Mark Crowe
UCD School of Veterinary Medicine,
University College Dublin, Ireland
Jesús Dorado
Department of Animal Medicine and Surgery
Faculty of Veterinary Medicine, University of Cordoba, Spain
Toni Dovenski
Institute of Reproduction and Biomedicine, Faculty of Veterinary Medicine
Ss Cyril and Methodius University in Skopje, North Macedonia
Graça M.L. Ferreira-Dias
Faculty of Veterinary Medicine
University of Lisbon, Portugal
Alexander Grahofer
Swine Clinic Bern, Vetsuisse University
Switzerland
Manuel Hidalgo
Department of Animal Medicine and Surgery
Faculty of Veterinary Medicine, University of Cordoba, Spain
Gaby Hirsbrunner
Ruminant Clinic
Vetsuisse Faculty, Bern, Switzerland
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Primoz Klinc
Veterinary Faculty
University of Ljubljana, Slovenia
Barbara Knutti
Practice KLC
Switzerland
Geert Opsomer
Department of Reproduction, Obstetrics and Herd Health
Faculty of Veterinary Medicine, Gent University, Belgium
Judith Roelofs
Department of Animal Husbandry
HAS University of Applied Sciences, The Netherlands
Carlo Tamanini
Department of Veterinary Medical Sciences,
Bologna University, Italy
Andres Valdmann
Animal Breeding and Biotechnology
Institute of Veterinary Medicine and Animal Sciences, Tartu, Estonia
Ulrich Witschi
Swissgenetics
Switzerland
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Main Topics
• Antibiotic resistance in livestock: Where are we and which options do we have?
• Suppression of reproductive behavior and gonadal function in horses - an update
• Maladaptation to the transition period and consequences on fertility of dairy cows
• Cloning and pregnancy establishment/placentation
• Pig reproduction
• Bovine Uterine microbiome and pregnancy outcomes
• Extracellular Vesicles and their role in preimplantation embryo-maternal communication
• Reproductive diseases of small ruminants
• Small animal reproduction
• Buffalo reproduction
• Breeding for improved fertility, based on endocrine traits
• Precision livestock farming
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Invitation – Venue

Thessaloniki Concert Hall
Thessaloniki Concert Hall (Building M2) is located
along the coast of the city, close to the city center
and the airport. Designed by the renowned architect
Arata Isozaki, M2 building adorns the city with a
unique construction that epitomizes the virtues of
modern architecture. Geometrical lines, extended
glass surfaces and elements of steel compose an
image of imposing simplicity. Filled with natural light
and enjoying a superb view to the sea, M2’s foyer is
a vast space of sophisticated aesthetics that expands
in three levels and adjoins all of the Hall’s important
spaces. Equipped with cutting-edge technology
and having an exceptional infrastructure, it provides
a contemporary cultural and conference center of
international standards with the capacity to host
various events.
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Accommodation
City Hotel 4*
City Hotel is located in the center of Thessaloniki, 50 m
from Aristotelous Square and offers a restaurant-bar.
The soundproofed rooms are classically furnished
and feature wooden floors. Each is equipped with air
conditioning and heating, and includes a comfortable
arm chair. Guests benefit from free Wi-Fi access in
all hotel areas. Guests can start their day with a rich
American breakfast buffet, while in-room tea and
coffee making facilities are also provided.
The City Hotel is only 1-minute walk from Aristotelous
Square with its plethora of pavement cafes and
restaurants.

City Hotel 4*
Single room inner view
Double room inner view
*City view supplement 10€ per night
* Breakfast is included
• Free Wifi
• Free usage of the Gym

rate per night
80,00 €
90,00 €
*VAT is included.
**The residence tax is not included

Hotel Luxembourg 3*
The building that belongs to the neoclassical buildings
of Thessaloniki, built in 1924, is an architectural gem
with special and elaborate decoration on the facades,
it belongs to the movement of classicism with
decorative details of Art Nouveau. Hotel Luxembourg
is recognized by it’s premier location in the heart of
Thessaloniki, by Aristotelous Square, where Komninon
and Kalapothaki str meet. It is situated by Tsimiski’s
street famous market and very close to Ladadika, the
centre of Thessaloniki’s night life. It is located just 100
metres from the city seashore, near the port and the
central urban bus station. The rooms are carefully
decorated and furnished with respect to the special
style of the hotel, adjusted to the needs of the modern
traveler, to make you feel comfortable, cozy and like
home. The hotel provides modern services, such
as exclusive free Wi-Fi internet access, satellite TV,
refrigerator, hair dryer and room service.
Makedonia Palace 5*
Single room
Double room

rate per night
75,00 €
90,00 €

* Breakfast is included
• Free Wifi
• Satellite TV

*VAT and all local taxes included

Hotel Queen Olga 3*
Overlooking Thermaic Gulf and 2.5 km from the
train station, Queen Olga enjoys a central location in
Thessaloniki, just 1.5 km from the White Tower.
All superbly equipped rooms offer en-suite shower
or bathtub, flat-screen TV with satellite channels,
free wired and wireless internet, and a minibar. Some
rooms have balcony with sea view.
The 24-hour front desk will offer information on
cultural events, including exhibitions and concerts.
Queen Olga Hotel offers outdoor parking with some
extra charge. There is also a breakfast hall with great
view of Thermaic Gulf and a bar serving drinks and
coffee. Macedonia International Airport is 12 km away.

Queen Olga Hotel 3*
Single room
Double room
* Breakfast is included

rate per night
60,00 €
80,00 €
*VAT is included.
**The residence tax is not included
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Destination

The city of Thessaloniki
Friendly, charming and with a hint of mystery and
wealth of cultural attractions, the second largest city in
Greece is located in the northern part of the country.
It is a longtime melting pot of cultures, a feature that
is reflected in the spicy flavors with eastern influences,
but is also visible in the city’s architectural fabric, where
Byzantine, neoclassical, Art Nouveau and Eclecticism,
Art Deco and more styles combine in the city center.
Thessaloniki sprawls around an arc of coastline at the
top of the Thermaic Gulf. The main area of interest to
12

visitors is along the shore between the ferry port and
the city’s emblem, the White Tower and in the area
that rises inland from here to the ancient city walls.
Thessaloniki offers a wide range of attractions -modern
art and history museums, ancient Greek, Roman,
Byzantine and Ottoman monuments, exhibitions,
galleries, spas, restaurants, taverns and coffee shops;
along with their unique exhibits and style, they all
offer a rare combination of relaxation, safety and
entertainment, the sine qua non elements for a
successful conference destination.

Programme Overview
Wednesday 28 September 2022
09:00-17:00 College of Europe, Pre-conference event

Thursday 29 September 2022
10:00-15:00 Optional Excursion
14:00-17:00 Meeting of the ESDAR Board
17:00-20:00 Registrations
20:00 Welcome Reception

Friday 30 September 2022
08:45-09:00 Opening Session
09:00-10:30 Plenary Session I
10:30-11:00 Coffee Break
11:00-12:00 Young scientist presentations
12:00-13:30 4 Parallel Workshops
13:30-14:30 Lunch
14:30-16:00 Poster Session I
16.00-16:15 Coffee Break
16:15-17:15 Oral communication sessions
19:00 Gala Dinner

Saturday 1 October 2022
08:30-09:50 Plenary Session II
09:50-10:15 Coffee Break
10:15-10:55 Plenary Session III
10:55-11:55 Oral Communication Session II
11:55-12:45 ESDAR annual business meeting
12:45-13:45 Lunch
13:45-15:15 Poster Session II
15:15-15:30 Coffee Break
15:30-17:00 4 Parallel Workshops
17:00-17:30 Awards and Closure of ESDAR

Sunday 2 October 2022
10:00-15:00 Optional Excursion
Detailed scientific programme will be available in due time at www.esdar2022.org
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Abstract Submission Guidelines
Keynote lecture: total of 40min including discussion
Oral Communication: 13min presentation and 2 discussion
Young Scientist Communication: 5 min presentation and 1 discussion
Abstract submission deadline: 31st March, 2022

ABSTRACTS FOR POSTERS AND ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 2022
Beside invited plenary presentations and workshops, free communications on all aspects of reproduction in
domestic animals will be presented at the conference. Although most free communication will have to be
presented as posters, ESDAR likes to give scientists the opportunity to present their data orally and numerous
sessions with short oral communications will be offered. All submitted abstracts will undergo a strict peer-review
process (see below). Accepted abstracts will be published in the journal Reproduction in Domestic Animals. You
are invited to submit abstracts of your scientific work to be presented at the ESDAR conference 2022 not later
than 31st March 2022.
All abstracts (posters, short oral communications, workshops) can only be submitted through the ESDAR web
site. Please follow the according submission advices there.
Abstract requirements
Abstracts must be written in English. If you are not a native speaker, ask for help to edit grammar and style. Your
name must only appear once as first author of an abstract. However, you may submit additional abstracts as
co-author. Abstracts should contain the purpose of the study, methods used, results, and conclusions. Do not
forget to indicate the species within the title. A maximum of two references (first author, year, journal, volume,
pages) of published full papers (no abstracts!) may be included. No figures or tables are allowed. Abbreviations
have to be defined and should be used sparingly. Abstracts without results (e.g.: the results of this study will be
presented at the meeting) are not acceptable. Abstracts are subjected to scientific review by peers. The decision
on acceptance/rejection by the program committee is final.
The maximum size of abstracts is limited to 1,800 characters including spaces from the first word of the
title through to the last word/character of the text, excluding author names and affiliations! This restriction
must apply due to page limitations of the Journal (RDA). Abstracts exceeding 1,800 characters are automatically
truncated.
Preferred Method of Presentation
When you submit your abstract, please indicate your preferred method of presentation:
1. a) The poster session only
2. b) Poster session or oral communication
3. c) Participate in the student competition (Oral)
4. d) Participate in the student competition (Poster)
Submission of abstracts
By submitting the abstract, the author concedes (1) that the work has not been published previously and is the
work of the named authors, who all agree to be listed as co-authors and (2) that the experiments have been
conducted under the appropriate legal authority.
Make sure that the author or one of the co-authors is present at the conference and will present the publication
either as oral communication or poster. Failure to present the work after the abstract has been published in the
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conference proceedings will result in rejection of abstracts from this particular laboratory in the following years.
Review of abstracts
The abstracts are subjected to a rigorous peer-review process. Firstly, abstracts must meet the formal requirements
laid down in the information for authors of abstracts. Abstracts exceeding the character limit of 1,800 are not
accepted. Abstracts may be re-submitted before the deadline expires. The corresponding author of each
submitted abstract will receive an automated confirmation email. If not, they should make contact immediately
with the program secretary.
Submitted abstracts are then distributed to the reviewers and rated by 2 reviewers
1. a) Accepted without revision
2. b) Accepted after minor revision
3. c) Major revision necessary
4. d) Not acceptable
Abstracts, which need a revision, will be returned to the corresponding author with detailed questions/instructions.
After resubmission, the original reviewer again reviews the abstract. Abstracts, which need only minor revision
will be returned to the author and will be rechecked after resubmission for the requested corrections. Very often
the reason for rejection of abstracts is poor scientific quality. e.g. poorly designed experiments with inappropriate
statistical analyses, or abstracts containing no data.
Poor language per se is not a reason to reject an abstract; however we strongly recommend all non-native
speakers to get help from a native speaker. Minor language problems are edited by the reviewers.
Abstracts will be rated major revision necessary when the abstract contains interesting data but lacks some
formalities e.g. description of methods, lack of statistics, lack of conclusion etc. Very often authors claim that they
could not include sufficient information because of the limited characters. However, careful reading of the text
usually reveals that there are quite a number of words, phrases or even sentences, which can be omitted without
losing information.
Please refrain from inquiries about the status of the abstract after submission. The entire procedure will take up
to 8 weeks. Authors will be informed by e-mail as soon as the final decision has been made.
Abstract Review and Selection
The decision whether an abstract is accepted as poster or oral communication is made by the program secretary
and depends on the general layout of the scientific contents of the conference. The decision is final and will be
announced around June 2022.

ORAL COMMUNICATION GUIDELINES 2022
Oral communications are strictly limited to 15 minutes (12 minutes presentation and 3 minutes discussion)
except for oral student competition (please see student competition guilenes section). Presentations should be
in English. Come to your session in good time, so you can upload and test your presentation, talk to your chair
about how he or she may introduce you, and express any concerns you may have about your presentation (e.g.
use of technical equipment, photographs and video recordings of the session).

YOUNG SCIENTIST COMPETITION
The contest is intended to engage student interest (ECAR interns and residents, doctoral thesis, PhD) in
reproduction fields and to encourage them to present the results of their studies at the ESDAR Conference. All
those who are interested in participating in the competition should submit the abstract and click on Student
Competition option for oral or poster participation. Notice the abstract should be accepted for participation, the
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submission will be subjected to the same rigorous peer-review process than regular ones. Oral communications
are strictly limited to 6 minutes (5 minutes presentation and 1 minute discussion).

AWARDS
The first-place winner from each of the two modes of participation (oral or poster) will be awarded with the
registration fee of the next Annual ESDAR Conference on the following year.

WORKSHOPS 2022
Workshops provide the platform for the intensive and interactive discussions of selected areas of reproduction
in domestic animals with ESDAR conference participants. Within the conference programme, workshops should
allow interactive discussion on specific issues; they are not extended oral presentations! The latter are reserved
for plenary sessions and oral communications. The programme committee very carefully selects the objectives
of the workshops, which fit in with the theme of the annual scientific presentations.
The following rules have been developed to help organizing good workshops. Workshop moderators and
speakers are cordially requested to follow these rules.
- The local organizer invites the workshop moderator and discusses the topic of the workshop
- The workshop moderator invites up to 2 workshop speakers and develops the framework for content and
timing. Moderator and speakers are requested to give an overview of the field of interest and to stimulate the
discussion with their short oral contributions.
- Both the workshop moderator and the invited speakers submit electronically their abstract through the ESDAR
web site alike all other abstracts using the registration forms provided in the abstract submission section of the
website. Layout and length are described under abstract submission for posters

PLENARY SPEAKERS 2022
Plenary speakers are expected to submit a full paper to Reproduction in Domestic Animals by the end of
February, 2022. An accepted paper is the prerequisite for the invitation (paid conference, 3 hotel nights, travel
economy). The paper should be submitted as any other review in an electronic manner and will be subject
to customary peer review: mc.manuscriptcentral.com/rda. Plenary speakers should add Review-ESDAR 2022
to the manuscript. Writing and submission instructions are in the following address: onlinelibrary.wiley.com/
journal/10.1111/(ISSN)1439-0531/homepage/ForAuthors.html

POSTER PRESENTATION GUIDELINES 2022
We hope that the following guidelines will help you when preparing your presentation. Poster session is one of the
most important sessions at the Annual Conference of the European Society for Domestic Animal Reproduction.
Display boards will be provided for posters. POSTERS SHOULD HAVE A SIZE OF 120 x 90 cm (vertical
presentation).
Copies of your poster reduced to A4 format are generally well appreciated by delegates. If you wish to distribute
it, please prepare them before and bring them with you. Provide an envelope where delegates can leave their
cards for more information.
Ideas for Improving Posters
(Based on guide-lines published in the Embryo Transfer Newsletter Volume 16, Number 3, September 1998 by
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G. E. Seidel, Jr.)
Accuracy, efficiency, and ease of communication should be the main criteria in designing posters. Secondary
criteria include aesthetic appeal and variety (such as mixing graphs with tables, use of colour, and attention
grabbers). The following suggestions will help to produce a poster that people will read and possibly remember:
1. Allow plenty of time to prepare the poster so that there is time to make corrections or obvious improvements.
2. Ask a colleague not directly involved with the material to read the poster and make suggestions.
3. The poster title should be in large letters that can be seen a long distance away (ideally, 4 cm high).
4. The names and addresses of authors should be in much smaller letters than the title.
5. Text letters should be at least 1 cm high.
6. A poster is not a scientific paper. It should be possible to read and understand a poster within 5 minutes.
Long posters are ignored by most attendees. A maximum of two references (first author, year, journal,
volume, pages) of published full papers can be included.
7. For posters, lists are preferable to text; tables are preferable to lists; and graphs are preferable to tables.
Long and complex tables and complicated graphs have no place in posters.
8. A little colour adds immensely to posters particularly graphs; a lot of colour or gaudy colour is worse than
no colour at all.
9. Be creative, but not cute. A good large colour photograph frequently adds greatly to a poster; overdoing
this can be boring, however.
10. The use of photographs as a background for the entire poster is strongly discouraged. It usually makes it
very difficult to read part of the text.
11. The following parts are absolutely essential for most posters:
12. Introduction (putting work into context)
13. Procedures (materials and methods)
14. Results (what was found)
15. Interpretation
16. Conclusions
Hypotheses often are appropriate or informative, but this depends on the nature of the experiment. Minimize
abbreviations to one or two per poster. It is very difficult to remember three or more abbreviations (other than
standard ones like FSH) when studying a poster.
12. Most people read the title and conclusions. If these do not pique their interest, they go on to the next
poster. Design the parts just described to be simple and effective. It may be advisable to have a handout of
your paper or copy of your poster to distribute
13. Get the housekeeping right: Poster size, method of attaching materials to poster, legible from a distance
(see No. 5), have the poster up (and down) at the appropriate times and stand by the poster at the correct
time.
14. ESDAR keeps a list of authors from previous conferences who submitted abstracts, but did not present a
poster; abstracts will no longer be accepted from scientists who authored or co-authored previous abstracts
and failed to put up a poster (without good cause).

Registration
Please remember to send your registration form in order to be allowed to participate in the poster session and
to register at the Conference Secretariat.

Mounting, viewing and removing the poster
Fixing tape for posters will be available in the poster exhibition area. Please use only the fixing materials made
available by the poster exhibition staff in order to avoid damages on the poster boards. The authors are requested
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to be present to answer any questions concerning their poster during the poster session. Posters that are not
dismounted by the authors will be dismounted and disposed of by the staff when the conference had finished.

Important Dates
31 March 2022
17 July 2022
29 September 2022
30 September 2022
1 October 2022

Abstract Submission deadline
Early bird Registration deadline
Welcome Reception
Gala Dinner
Awards and Closing Ceremony

Registration
Registration fees are as follows:
Category

Until 17/07/22

From 18/07/2022

Delegate member of ESDAR

270 €

320 €

Delegate non member of ESDAR

340 €

390 €

Student member of ESDAR

150 €

200 €

Student non member of ESDAR

200 €

250 €

*VAT is included in all registrations
Cancellation Policy
Written cancellation at the e-mail address esdar2022@artion.com.gr until the 1st of September 2022 will be
refunded for 100% of the total amount.
After this date, cancellations will not be refunded.
Refunds will be processed and issued 60 days after the conference.
Data protection
We inform you that the personal data you provide to us are collected with your consent; the personal data
collected through the registration form are for the sole purpose of processing your registration form at ESDAR
2022. In no case will they be sold, rented or passed on to third parties; they will be processed in accordance with
Greek legislation and Regulation No 2016/679, General Regulation on the Protection of Personal Data.
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Conference Secretariat
ΑRTION CONFERENCES & EVENTS
Official Conference Organizer – ESDAR 2022

www.artion.com.gr

E. esdar2022@artion.com.gr
T. (+30) 2310250929 (Conference Line), (+30) 2310272275
W. www.esdar2022.org

Project Leader: Despina Amarantidou
Project Manager /Sponsorship: Zoi Pazaiti
E-Marketing: Maria Kantziari
Graphic Design, DTP: Kyriakos Zagliveris
IT Coordinator: George Kanakaris
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